Kidney transplantation with grafts from non-heart-beating donors.
We analyzed the function and outcome of 16 kidney transplants performed in our hospital from non-heart-beating donors who were harvested at other hospitals. The cold ischemia times were longer and the delayed graft function rates higher. However, graft function was no different from that of kidneys from heart-beating donors. This experience has encouraged us to use this type of donor to reduce the transplant waiting list.